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Abstract

The application of Jean Piaget's cognitive development theory in early childhood
education curriculum development plays an important role in creating learning
programmes that are appropriate to children's developmental stages. Piaget's theory,
which identifies sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational and formal
operational stages, offers guidance for educators to design appropriate educational
activities that support children in each stage of development. Learning through direct
experience and play activities, in accordance with Piaget's principles, allows children to
learn through interaction with their environment, reinforcing understanding and skills
naturally. This approach not only makes the learning process more interesting and
relevant for children, but also ensures that the concepts taught are appropriate for their
cognitive abilities. The implementation of Piaget's theory in the curriculum also
emphasises the early development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills, which
are important for intellectual development and readiness to face future challenges.
Thus, Piaget's theory contributes significantly to shaping a curriculum that is adaptive,
child-centred and effective in supporting children's holistic development early in their
educational journey.
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Introduction

Early Childhood Education (ECED) is a crucial stage in a child's development,
where the foundations of cognitive, social, emotional, and physical abilities begin to
form. Early Childhood Education (ECED) is an educational process designed to develop
various aspects of child development from birth to six years of age, in a supportive and
loving environment (Hapinas et al., 2025); (Sitopu et al., 2024); (Guna et al., 2024);
(Fawait et al., 2024). The main focus of ECD is to provide appropriate stimulation
according to children's developmental stages, so that they can optimise their cognitive,
physical, social, emotional, and language skills, all of which are important foundations
for their future education and life. The goal of PAUD is to create children who are
healthy, smart, cheerful, noble, and have a spirit of lifelong learning. Developing an
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