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Abstract 

Early reading skills are fundamental abilities that elementary school students must 
master, particularly first-graders. However, there are still students who struggle with 
recognizing letters, reading syllables, and understanding simple words. The purpose 
of this study is to explain the application of letter cards, assess early reading skills, 
and measure the effectiveness of this medium among first-grade students at SDN 
Tarumajaya 1. This study employs a descriptive qualitative method with first-grade 
students as the subjects. Data collection was conducted through interviews, 
observations, and documentation. The interview results indicated that students were 
still at the early stages of reading; they recognized only a few letters, struggled to 
distinguish similar letters, and were unable to form words from letters. Additionally, 
learning support at home was still insufficient. The research results indicate progress 
in reading following the use of letter card media. Before implementation, 66.7% of 
students were at the early stage and 33.3% at the intermediate stage (not yet 
proficient). After implementation, there was an improvement: 53.3% of students 
became proficient, 16.7% remained at the intermediate stage, and 30% were not yet 
proficient. Students also became more active, enthusiastic, and able to grasp the 
material more easily. Thus, the letter card media is effective in improving the early 
reading skills of first-grade students at SDN Tarumajaya 1. This media can also create 
an active and enjoyable learning atmosphere, build students’ self-confidence, and 
encourage their engagement throughout the learning process.  
Keywords: letter card media, beginner readers, reading proficiency, elementary 
school. 

 
Abstrak 

Kemampuan membaca permulaan merupakan keterampilan dasar yang harus di 
kuasai siswa-siswi di sekolah dasar,terutama di siswa kelas satu. Akan tetapi, 
masih terdapat siswa yang mengalami kesulitan dalam mengenal huruf, membaca 
suku kata, dan memahami kata sederhana. Tujuan penelitian ini yaitu untuk 
menjelaskan penerapan media kartu huruf, mengukur kemampuan pembaca 
pemulaan, serta mengukuri efektivitas media tersebut pada siswa kelas 1 SDN 
Tarumajaya 1. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif deskriptif dengan 
subjek siswa kelas 1 Penggali data dilakukan dengan cara, wawancara,observasi 
dan dokumentasi. Dan hasil wawancara menunjukkan bahwa siswa masih terletak 
pada tahap awal membaca, siswa hanya mengenal beberapa huruf,siswa 
menghadapi kesulitan membedakan huruf yang mirip, tambah lagi belum mampu 
menyusun huruf menjadi kata. Selain itu, pendampingan belajar di rumah masih 
belum maksimal. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan kemajuan membaca setelah 
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