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Abstract 

The digital era has transformed student communication patterns through social 
media platforms, yet its impact on academic writing abilities requires empirical 
investigation. This study aims to analyze the influence of social media usage on 
writing abilities of STIEBI Prana Putra Lubuklinggu students. The research 
employed a quantitative approach with cross-sectional survey design involving 50 
Management Study Program students from semesters 3-8. Data were collected 
through structured online questionnaires and validated writing ability assessment 
instruments. Data analysis utilized Pearson correlation and multiple regression 
with SPSS version 25 software. Results revealed significant negative influence of 
social media usage intensity on academic writing abilities (r=-0.412, p<0.01) with 
38.7% variance contribution. Instagram and TikTok platforms negatively correlated 
with linguistic accuracy, while writing activities on social media showed positive 
influence on writing creativity. These findings indicate that undirected social 
media usage may hinder formal writing skill development, yet structured writing 
activities on digital platforms can support learning. This research provides 
important contributions for developing writing learning strategies that effectively 
integrate digital technology. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The digital era has fundamentally changed the landscape of communication and 

learning, especially in the context of higher education in Indonesia. Social media as a 

platform Digital Communication has become an integral part of student life, not only as 

a means of entertainment but also as a medium of learning and academic interaction 

(Astleitner & Schlick, 2025). Platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, 

and TikTok have changed the way students communicate, interact, and even write in 

academic and social contexts. This phenomenon raises important questions about how 

the intensity of social media use affects students' academic writing skills, especially in 

terms of language structure, grammar, and the quality of argumentation required in 

scientific writing. 

Previous research has shown that social media has a complex impact on 

students' academic abilities. On the one hand, social media supports educational 

activities by facilitating interaction, collaboration, active participation, resource sharing, 

and critical thinking (Pubmedia, 2024). But on the other hand, the intensive use of social 
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