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Abstract

Islamic education plays a vital role in shaping the consciousness structure of Muslim
societies, including in the aspects of justice and gender equality. However, in practice, the
Islamic education system is often still biased against women due to the dominance of
patriarchal religious interpretations. This article aims to analyze the thoughts of Dr. Lies
Marcoes-Natsir, an Indonesian Muslim anthropologist and feminist, in addressing issues of
gender injustice in Islamic education. This research uses a qualitative approach with a
library research method, examining Lies Marcoes’s main works and supporting literature
related to Islamic feminism, feminist hermeneutics, and inclusive education. The study’s
findings show that Lies Marcoes proposes three main strategies in Islamic education: (1)
critique of the patriarchal education system that legitimizes the subordination of women;
(2) the concept of transformative education that integrates social justice values into the
learning process; and (3) the use of feminist hermeneutics as an epistemological approach
to re-read religious texts contextually and justly. In addition, she developed an inclusivity
strategy that covers structural, cultural, and pedagogical aspects, and emphasized the
importance of women's representation in the leadership of Islamic educational
institutions. Marcoes’s thoughts contribute significantly to formulating an Islamic
education that is not only normatively religious but also substantively inclusive and just.
This article is expected to serve as a reference for policymakers, educators, and education
activists in building a transformative Islamic education system that is responsive to gender
justice.
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1. Introduction

Education plays a significant role in shaping the social, cultural, and religious awareness of
society. In the context of Muslim communities, Islamic education functions not only as a
medium for transmitting religious knowledge but also as a means of internalizing the
universal values of Islam, which include justice, equality, and humanity (Langgulung, 1980;
Nata, 2003). However, the long history of Islamic education cannot be separated from the
influence of patriarchal culture that often dominates religious interpretation and social
structures. As a result, Islamic education in many places has yet to fully ensure equal and
inclusive spaces for women (Mulia, 2009; Barlas, 2002).

Gender disparities in the education system—in terms of access, participation, and
curriculum representation—have emerged as pressing issues. In formal Islamic education,
much of the teaching content and methodology still legitimizes the subordinate position
of women, either directly through texts or indirectly by ignoring women's experiences in
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