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Abstract 
This research aims to explore the relevance and effectiveness of the 
Problem-Based Learning (PBL) model in the context of urban education, 
as well as its implications for strengthening students' learning 
independence. The study was conducted using the library research 
method by analyzing various scientific sources such as national and 
international journals, reference books, research reports, and relevant 
dissertations. The results of the thematic synthesis show that PBM is 
capable of responding to the complexities of urban classrooms through 
contextual, collaborative, and problem-oriented learning approaches. 
PBM has been proven to enhance indicators of learning independence, 
such as self-regulation ability, decision-making, and learning initiative. 
However, the implementation of this model in urban environments faces 
challenges such as time constraints, teacher administrative burdens, and 
limited pedagogical training. Therefore, policy adaptation, teacher 
training, and strengthening of learning infrastructure are necessary so 
that PBM can be implemented optimally and sustainably in urban 
schools. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Education in urban areas faces high dynamics and complexity. The 

diversity of students' social, economic, and cultural backgrounds presents a 

unique challenge for teachers in developing effective learning strategies 

(Chaudhary, 2023). Additionally, the number of students in an urban classroom 

often exceeds the ideal capacity, which impacts the limited individual 

attention from the teacher. The dense national curriculum also requires 

teachers to cover the material quickly, thereby reducing space for more 

reflective and in-depth approaches. This has led to the dominance of the 

lecture method still being high in urban school environments. As a result, 


