International Journal of Teaching and Learning (INJOTEL) e-ISSN: 3025-8308
Vol. 3 No. 4, April 2025, pages: 171~182

THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF MERDEKA CURRICULUM IN 21
CENTURY

Zulhadi,*' Absharini Kardena, Arino Susanto
UIN SMDD Bukittinggi
zulhadi.luber@gmail.com, absharinikardena@yahoo.co.id, arinosusanto98@gmail.com

Abstract

This study aims to collect information about the steps of curriculum
development based on Kerangka Kualifikasi Nasional Indonesia (KKNI) and
Kurikulum Merdeka. On the other side, this study examines the similarities and
compatibility between these two development approaches with the principles
of Educational Technology and the implementation of the Kurikulum Merdeka
in 21st-century learning. The methodology used in this research is qualitative
descriptive, which will present data in descriptive statements. Data were
obtained from literature review of previous studies and government policies.
The results of this study indicate the need for steps to accelerate the
development of the Kurikulum Merdeka implemented in educational
institutions where teachers can play a role as learning leaders capable of
utilizing the Merdeka Mengajar Platform and prioritizing project based
learning. Based on the literature review and research findings, it can be
concluded that there is continuity between the KKNI curriculum and the
Kurikulum Merdeka, and there are similarities and compatibility in accordance
with the principles of Educational Technology. Therefore, in the
implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum, all of these are essentially
oriented towards improving the competencies of students and all supporting
systems that aim to achieve high- quality graduates.

Introduction

One of the most crucial components in education that is often overlooked is
the curriculum. The curriculum is complex and multidimensional, spanning from the
beginning to the end of the learning experience, and it is the heart of education that
must be evaluated innovatively, dynamically, and periodically according to the
developments of the times. The current technological advancements necessitate
society to continuously develop skills and knowledge in alignment with the progress
of science and technology. The education sector must be prepared to face the
changes and developments that occur, thereby equipping the skills of future
generations for competition in a more advanced world. Efforts that educational
units can undertake include continuously improving the existing educational
curriculum. The curriculum consists of a series of learning plans that students must
go through via a set of subjects to achieve specific goals. Fatirul & Walujo (2022)
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