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Abstract

This study aims to examine in-depth the role and effectiveness of libraries
in supporting early reading interventions through the provision of age-
appropriate children's literature. This study used a literature review
method, exploring various previous studies, policy reports, and
implementation studies focused on early literacy, access to children's
reading materials, and the role of educational institutions and community
libraries in fostering early reading habits. The analysis shows that the
availability of children's books appropriate to children's cognitive and
language development levels is strongly correlated with improved early
reading skills. Furthermore, library functioning, in terms of collection
management, literacy activities, community involvement, and policy
support, is a crucial factor in expanding the impact of early literacy
programs across various social contexts. However, challenges such as
limited resources, lack of training for children's librarians, and a lack of
supporting policies remain major obstacles to program scalability. This
study concludes that to broadly increase the effectiveness of early
reading interventions, an integrated approach is needed to ensure the
provision of appropriate children's literature, strengthen library capacity,
and collaborate multisectorally between the government, educational
institutions, and the community.
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INTRODUCTION

The background to the study, "Scaling Up Early Reading Intervention: A
Study of the Functioning of Libraries and the Availability of Age-Appropriate
Children's Literature," stems from the fundamental issue of low early literacy
skills among elementary school-aged children in various countries, particularly
developing ones. Early literacy, or early reading skills, are a key foundation for
success in subsequent levels of education. Children who master reading skills
early on tend to have better conceptual understanding, sharper critical thinking
skills, and higher motivation to learn (Kaiser et al., n.d.). However, in many
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