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Abstract 

This study aims to analyse the role of multicultural education in building tolerance, 
reducing discrimination, and strengthening national character and identity in the era of 
globalisation. The research approach used is qualitative with a literature review method, 
which examines various scientific sources on the theory, practice, and policy of 
multicultural education. The results of the study show that multicultural education plays 
an important role as a means of forming mutual respect between individuals and groups 
with different social, cultural, and religious backgrounds. Through the implementation 
of an inclusive curriculum and a learning environment that respects diversity, 
multicultural education has proven to be effective in fostering values of tolerance and 
equality, as well as preventing discriminatory attitudes in society. In addition, 
multicultural values integrated with the principles of Pancasila and national culture 
contribute to strengthening character, morality, and a sense of nationality among 
students. Therefore, multicultural education needs to be positioned as a key strategy in 
shaping a generation with superior personalities, a nationalistic spirit, and the ability to 
adapt constructively in the midst of globalisation. 
Keywords: multicultural education, globalisation, tolerance, discrimination, character, 
national identity.  
 
Introduction 

Globalisation has had a major impact on various aspects of human life, especially 

in the social and cultural contexts. This process is characterised by the increasing 

openness of borders between countries through advances in technology, 

communication, and human mobility. The flow of information, culture, and global values 

spreads rapidly, resulting in increasingly intense cross-cultural interactions. Although 

globalisation encourages progress and openness, this phenomenon also poses serious 

challenges to the preservation of local values, national identity, and social cohesion in 

various countries, including Indonesia. 

In the context of Indonesia, which is known as a multicultural society, 

globalisation brings quite complex dilemmas. On the one hand, cultural openness can 

enrich social experiences and broaden people's understanding of universal values such 

as tolerance, democracy, and human rights( Judijanto & Aslan, 2024) ;( Sugiardi & Aslan, 
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