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Abstract 
This research aims to explore the implementation of the Problem-Based 
Learning (PBL) learning model in improving elementary school students' 
critical thinking skills through a literature review. The research method 
used is literature analysis from various scientific articles, journals and 
other trusted sources related to PBL and critical thinking in elementary 
school students. The research results show that PBL is effective in 
developing critical thinking skills through student-centered learning, the 
use of real-world problems as learning stimuli, and the application of 
collaborative strategies. Several factors that support the success of PBL 
include relevant problem design, support and facilitation from teachers, 
and ongoing evaluation with constructive feedback. This study confirms 
that PBL not only improves students' cognitive skills, but also motivates 
and arouses their interest in learning, thereby creating a more dynamic 
and interactive learning environment. Based on the results of this 
literature review, it is recommended that the implementation of PBL be 
further expanded and facilitated through teacher training to increase its 
effectiveness in supporting the development of critical thinking in 
elementary school students. 

Keywords: Problem-Based Learning, Critical Thinking, Elementary School 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Critical thinking ability is an essential skill that needs to be developed 

from an early age in elementary school students (Edy et al., 2024). In today's 

rapidly developing information era, children are not only required to 

remember and understand information, but also to analyze, evaluate, and 

apply this knowledge in various contexts. Basic education plays an important 

role in shaping students' mindsets which will influence the way they solve 

problems in everyday life (Nurlaelah, 2023). Therefore, developing critical 
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